GEORGIA ALLIANCE

FOR DRUG ENDANGERED CHILDREN




e A national, statewide
and local movement.

 Aterm used to
describe a subset of
our nation’s abused
and neglectec
children.

States |

The National Alliance I'a_i.‘ Drug
Endangered Children is comprised o
individuals and organizations
concerned about children .
by caregivers who manufacture drugs,
deal drugs or use them and by

doing so physically or u?ﬂvol
endanger children, rmly believe

that by changing the conditions in
which drug endangered children
from hazardous to hopeful

environments, these children will
prosper. We urge everyone in a
community to practice vigilance In
rescuing, defending, sheltering, and
supporting, children who may be
endangered and to develop programs
to serve these child victims.

2005
National
DEC Conference
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 Both children who are exposed to potential
harm and children who suffer actual harm
from the manufacture, distribution, sale
and use of alcohol and drugs to be drug
endangered children. This includes both
children who are endangered by the
actions of others and children who are
endangered through their own actions.

* Not exclusive to methamphetamine.
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Impact of Parental Subsi}‘a 2 Abuse

Children of Drug Abusing Parents Are:

» 3x more likely to be victims of
physical or sexual abuse

 4x more likely to be neglected

 More likely to be in foster care & to
stay there longer




e Substance abuse is a factor in 70% of child
abuse cases

» Nearly 25% of U.S. children live in home
with parent who is binge/heavy drinker

e 13% of U.S. children live in home where
parent/other adult uses illicit drugs




e Georgia’s 2.4 million children ...

= 600,000 endangered by alcohol

= 300,000 endangered by drugs




Youth Reporting A :
History of Addictive !
Behavior/Drug :

Problems

v

ngs

Youth Reporting
Having An Alcoholic
or Drug Addicted
Parent or Sibling




e Lack of nurturing and
emotional response

— Developmental delays
— Depression Self Actualization
— Attachment disorders

— Malnutrition and failure to
thrive

e Failure to protect
Trading children for drugs
Emotional abuse Love and Belongingness Needs

Exposure to drugs,
dangerous people

Sexual abuse Safety Needs
Physical abuse

Disconnected smoke
detectors, standing water, Physiological Needs
etc.
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'
cerns Chilplr :

Children feel responsible for parent’s substance
use/problem.

Children equate substance use with not being
loved.

Children feel angry with non-using parent.

Children fear the substance using parent will get
hurt or die.

Children are embarrassed by the parent’s
behavior.

Children never know what to expect.
Children sometimes want their parents to use.




Early identification.

Placement In a safe
environment.

Developmental
testing and follow-up

care.

com
healt
healt

orehensive
N and mental

N services.
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Better to build a
child right..

YD

than to have to

rebuild an adult %%
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e Schedule DEC
trainings at work

e Participate in local
DEC efforts

e Discuss puzzling
cases with other
professionals




Timeline

* Year one —review 4 DEC cases and
develop recommendations and action
plan

* Year two — implement action plan to
Include Response teams and Education
teams

e Year three — continue action plan

e Year four — continue action plan and
review 4 DEC cases (evaluation
process)




Physical and emotional protection of children.
Breaking the cycle of child abuse.

Protection of exposed child’s health.

Establishment of community protocol through
cooperation, sharing of information, and case
coordination. |

Restoration of family

GEORGIA ALLIANCE

FOR DRUG ENDANGERED CHILDREN
Rescve, Defend. Shelter, Support.
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